
English- Beginner Class

Part 3- Reading Comprehension



Review of the Grammar Exercises

If you have any questions, don’t be afraid to ask!



B1 Reading 
Practice

 
A2 Listening 
(and Reading) 
Practice

B1: Read the following passage either out loud or to 
yourself

A2: Listen to B1 read out loud or try to read it yourself, 
note down any words you don’t know



Located in the beautiful state of Alaska, a little town called Whittier is tucked away in a picturesque area surrounded 
by mountains and the ocean. This hidden gem is hard to reach: the only ways to and from Whittier are either by ferry 
or through a one-lane tunnel that cuts through the mountains. This tunnel is unique because it is shared by both 
vehicles and trains, necessitating a precisely managed schedule to accommodate both modes of transportation and 
both directions of traffic.

Whittier’s economy thrives on its port, the town’s main source of employment, where cargo ships drop off their 
containers for rail transportation across Alaska. The town also has a grocery store, a museum, two hotels, and various 
other job opportunities for all its citizens: police officers, municipal workers, educators at the local school, and marina 
staff. Tourism has grown over the last few years to become an alternative source of income, drawing visitors to 
attractions such as the Anton Anderson Memorial Tunnel, glacier jet ski tours, and scenic boat excursions that offer 
breathtaking views of marine wildlife and icebergs.

But the most fascinating aspect of Whittier is perhaps the fact that nearly all of its 200-odd residents live under the 
same roof. The Begich Towers, a 14-story building, is more than just an apartment complex; it’s a self-contained town! 
The harsh winter weather helps to explain the convenience of this unusual way of living. Whittier’s winter months are 
known for their heavy snowfalls and fierce winds. By having all the necessary facilities and services in one building, 
the residents don’t have to brave the cold weather every time they need to run an errand or go to church. Not even 
the children need to step outside to attend school, which is in an adjacent building connected through a tunnel. It’s an 
ingenious solution that makes life in such an extreme climate much more manageable.

Text from: https://test-english.com/reading/b1/a-town-that-lives-in-one-building-b1-english-reading/



A2 and B1 Recall 
Practice

A2 Speaking 
Practice

Think about what the reading was about, if you are B1 
describe in your own words without writing it down 
first. 

If you are A2, write down in English what you 
understood. You will then read your sentence out loud. 

For both: Write a question based on the text.


