Fundamental
Portuguese
Lessons: Unit 1

A1-A2 lessons.
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Lesson 6




Past Imperfect—Pretérito imperfeito

Eu cantava

Eu vendia

Eu existia

Vocé cantava

Vocé vendia

Vocé existia

Ele cantava

Ele vendia

Ele existia

Ela cantava

Ela vendia

Ela existia

Nds cantavamos

Nds vendiamos

Nds existiamos

Vocés cantavam

Vocés vendiam

Vocés existiam

Eles/Elas cantavam

Eles/Elas vendiam

Eles/Elas existiam




Past Imperfect—Pretérito imperfeito

Examples:

Eu ia a escola todos os dias a pé.(l walked to school every day.)

Quando éramos criancgas, sempre brincavamos no parque.(When we were children, we
always played in the park.)

Ela estudava enquanto eu assistia TV.(She studied while | watched TV.)
Antigamente, n6s moravamos perto da praia(We used to live near the beach)
Eu costumava tomar café da manha as 7 horas.(l used to have breakfast at 7 o'clock.)

Naquela época, o sol brilhava intensamente todas as manhas.(Back then, the sun
shone brightly every morning.)



Past more-than-perfect—Pretérito mais-que-perfeito

Eu cantara

Eu vendera

Eu existira

Vocé cantara

Vocé vendera

Vocé existira

Ele cantara

Ele vendera

Ele existira

Ela cantara

Ela vendera

Ela existira

Nds cantaramos

Nds vendéramos

NJs existiramos

Vocés cantaram

Vocés venderam

Vocés existiram

Eles/Elas cantaram

Eles/Elas venderam

Eles/Elas existiram




Day-to-day usage of Pretérito mais-que-perfeito

Generally used with “ter"(to have) verb conjugated into the past imperfect tense, and the
main verb in the past participle(ar->ado and er/ir->ido)

Eu tinha cantado = Eu cantara (to sing)
Nés tinhamos cantado = Nos cantdramos (to sing)
Elas tinham falado = Elas falaram (to talk)

We can use the "haver”(to exist), but most used in formal contexts, again.

Eu havia cantado = Eu cantara (to sing)
NoOs haviamos conversado = NOs conversaramos  (to talk)
Elas haviam falado = Elas falaram (to talk)




Mais exemplos

These two tenses can complement themselves, specially to show an action order in the
past, or even with the simple past of Portuguese(Pretérito perfeito).

Some examples of it:

e Quando eu chegava na escola, ele ja terminara a prova(When | got to school, he had
already finished his exam.)

e No momento que eu entrei em casa, ela ja tinha ido dormir.(By the time | got home, she
had already gone to bed.)

e Eutinha acabado de comer, quando o jogo comecou(l had just eaten when the game
started)

e Eujatinha lido o livro quando eles comecaram a discutir sobre a historia.(l had
already read the book when they started discussing the story.)

e Quando cheguei a festa, eles ja tinham comido, mas ainda dancavam.(When | arrived
at the party, they had already eaten, but they were still dancing.)



Exercicios

Complete as frases com o verbo no pretérito imperfeito:

e Quando eu era crianga, eu (brincar) _____ com meus amigos todos os dias.
e No&s sempre (comer) _____ no mesmo restaurante aos domingos.

o Eles (assistir) a televisao quando o telefone tocou.

e Vocé (estudar) _______ muito quando estava na escola?

e Maria (viajar) _______todos os verées com a familia.
% Complete the sentences with the verb in the imperfect past:

«+ When | was a child, | (to play) with my friends every day.

+«  We always (to eat) at the same restaurant on Sundays.

+  They (to watch) TV when the phone rang.

+ Did you (to study) a lot when you were in school?

Maria (to travel) every summer with her family.



Exercicios

Complete as frases com o verbo no pretérito imperfeito:

Quando eu era crianga, eu brincava com meus amigos todos os dias.
NoOs sempre comiamos no mesmo restaurante aos domingos.

Eles assistiam a televisdo quando o telefone tocou.

Vocé estudava muito quando estava na escola?

Maria viajava todos os verdes com a familia.

When | was a child, | played with my friends every day.
We always ate at the same restaurant on Sundays.
They were watching television when the phone rang.
Did you study a lot when you were at school?

Maria traveled every summer with her family.
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Exercicios
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Complete as frases com o verbo no mais-que-perfeito:

Antes de ele chegar, eu ja (fazer) ______ ojantar.

Quando a policia chegou, o ladrao ja (fugir)

NOs ja (terminar) o trabalho quando o chefe nos chamou.
Eles (sair) ________ antes que comecasse a chover.

Ela (dizer) a verdade antes de ser questionada.

Before he arrived, | had already (tomake) ________ dinner.

When the police arrived, the thief had already (to escape)

We had already (to flnlsh) the work when the boss called us.
They had (to leave) before it started raining.

She had (to tell) the truth before being questioned.



Exercicios

Complete as frases com o verbo no mais-que-perfeito:

e Antes de ele chegar, eu ja fizera jantar.

e Quando a policia chegou, o ladrao ja fugira.

¢ Nos ja terminaramos o trabalho quando o chefe nos chamou.
e Eles sairam antes que comecasse a chover.

e Ela dissera a verdade antes de ser questionada.

+»Before he arrived, | had already made dinner.

*»*When the police arrived, the thief had already fled.

**We had already finished our work when the boss called us.
*They left before it started to rain.

*»*She had told the truth before being questioned.



